




Quando consurgam? was commissioned by Present Music and the Milwaukee Children's Choir, 
with generous support from Ronald Jacquart.

Not to brag, but my life is pretty awesome these days.  I’m studying in Amsterdam with a composer I’ve admired 
since high school. My career brings me back to the U.S. to exciting destinations like New York, San Francisco, and 
Milwaukee. Life is good.

When I was commissioned by Present Music and the Milwaukee Children’s Choir to write a  new work for their 
annual Thanksgiving concert, it reminded me that the lives of composers are often exceptionally self-centered. Of 
course, over the years I have relied (sometimes heavily) on help from loved ones, acquaintances, and strangers; it’s 
probably time for me to thank them.

The title of Quando consurgam? (“When shall I arise?”) comes from Job 7:4. The text, which is in Latin, is drawn 
entirely from the book of Job, a source that surprises many people. To me, this story of unwarranted punishment 
and  unbridled  destruction  offers  no  answers  to  life’s  great  questions,  but  it  does  remind  me  of  the  fragility  and 
tenuousness of everything we have. It’s a reminder to be thankful for what we have as long as we have it.

Program notes:
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Children's choir

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Ondes Martenot

Violin 1

Violin 2

Violin 3

Violin 4

Violin 5

Violin 6

Violin 7

Violin 8

Viola 1

Viola 2

Viola 3

Cello 1

Cello 2

Cello 3

Double Bass 1

Double Bass 2

Piano

Organ

Calmy and Expressively q = 80
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change bow as often as necessary, 
but always as imperceptibly as possible
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Copyright © 2007 by Ryan Carter. All rights reserved.
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Depress these notes silently,
then hold these pitches with the sostenuto pedal.
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1) Release damper pedal
2) Immediately reengage damper pedal
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o



w# Œ tttt

t
tt
t

tt

tt#bb

œ# >ƒ
Œ Ó



ww## >
ƒ







wb
sempre p

œ>
f

‰ Œ Ó

œ>
f

‰ Œ Ó
œ>

f
‰ Œ Ó

œ>

f
‰ Œ Ó

œ>
f

‰ Œ Ó

œ>
f

‰ Œ Ó

œ>f
‰ Œ Ó

œ>f
‰ Œ Ó

œ>
f

‰ Œ Ó

œ>f
‰ Œ Ó

œ# >f
‰ Œ Ó

œ>
f

‰ Œ Ó

œ# >f
‰ Œ Ó

œ# >f
‰ Œ Ó

w#
f
w#

of

boy soprano (indicated by all caps)

3) Release sostenuto pedal
4) Slowly release damper pedal

(coordinate to boy soprano)
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.œ œ œb ‰ œ œ œ
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